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By this time the Wagher had more or less settled down
to a peaceful life, but what is bred in the bone will out in
the flesh, and there was still a lurking danger that he
would revert to his old practices. The picture is not
attractive:

*He still breeds more or less true to type: he is thriftless, and
incredibly idle: not ashamed to live on doles from the Durbar
or the earnings of his women, and he has doubtless not for-
gotten what he considers his glorious past. . . . Outlawry still
offers some attraction, and there can be little doubt that if the
Waghers were mishandled by the local officers some of them
would resort to this mode of life and make themselves the
terror of the country-side in Kathiawar.* *

For all that, conditions had greatly changed. The
jungles which gave shelter to the outlaws had gone;
very few of the Waghers possessed arms; the improve-
ment in communications, and especially the construction
of railways, had made things much easier. The future
depended very largely on the maintenance of the existing
land-tenure, and upon liberal treatment in respect of
arrears of debt to the State. Fortunately, the Resident
found the State in a complacent mood. The inter-
ference of the British Resident in the internal affairs of
Baroda never failed to exasperate the Maharaja, and
although the management of the Waghers had been dele-
gated by express arrangement, Baroda none the less re-
garded it as interference, all the more because there
seemed to them no real justification for prolonging in-
definitely what at the first had promised to be a very
temporary occupation. The Government were therefore
prepared to meet the Resident half-way and to consent
to his conditions. They proposed to remit all but an
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